LABELED KEY TAGS 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to the field of a key tags. More specifically, this invention 
relates to a key tag that may be labeled by a user to identify keys. Further, this invention 
5 relates to a key tag that is flexible and durable and allows the connection of a label to the tag. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Today, most people carry many keys with them. For example, many people care their 
house keys, car keys, office keys and a variety of other different keys. Further, many 
organizations carry a lot of keys that have to be kept separate. For example, a realtor or agent 
10 may have several keys to different homes. A car rental agency may have keys to several 
different cars. An individual may also carry many outdated keys that have no function 
anymore. The individual may carry keys to the homes of close relatives or old residences. 
Many times, these individuals do not even know what the key will open. Individuals do not 
want to waste time and money trying to determine the function of a particular key might be, 
15 therefore, rapid identification of various keys is advantageous. 

Most people keep their keys on a key ring for safekeeping and for identification. Most 
people keep a variety of different keys on their key ring at any given time. For example, 
many individuals keep a car key, a house key, and office key and several other keys on their 
key ring at a time. Many times, people build up a mass of keys because they start retaining 
20 keys that serve different purposes. A person may, for example, retain a key for a loved one' s 
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house and/or car. Further, a person may also possess on their key rings, keys for lockers, 
bicycles and boats. 

It has been known in the art to keep keys on key rings that have key tags to identify 
the keys on the ring. Prior art key tags are typically made of a solid metal outer ring which 

5 holds in place a circular paper or cardboard inner area. The paper or cardboard inner area is 
kept blank and filled in by the user. The user may write on the paper or cardboard inner area 
to identify the use and properties of the key. The problem with these prior art key rings is that 
they are made of paper and/or cardboard. When the tag gets wet, the paper and/or cardboard 
begins to degrade in nature. Further, the writing on the tag may be smeared and dirtied, such 

1 0 that reading the identification of the key tag becomes difficult if not impossible. Many times, 
over time, the paper or cardboard completely degrades or is torn away from the metal outer 
area completely, leaving a tag with only a metal outer area. This completely defeats the 
purpose of the key tag, mainly, to identify the keys on the ring. 

The prior art key tags are not made to be used more than one time. Consequently, 

15 when the key tag is marked for use, it is a one time use application. As a result, once the 
purpose or identity of a key is superseded, the user will then have to replace the key tags 
often. 

The prior art key tags are limited in its use because they cause a user to physically 
mark the key tag to identify the keys. However, many individuals have writing that is very 
20 difficult to demarcate, making identification of the keys difficult for other users. 
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What is needed is key tag that is flexible yet durable, and allows for identification of 
the keys being stored on the key ring. Further, a key tag is needed that allows for labels to 
be pre-formatted or custom formatted from a webpage to be downloaded and/or printed to 
a user's location. The labels may be downloaded, printed and applied to the key tag for use 
5 on a variety of items. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a key tag with a unique labeling system. More 
specifically, the present invention provides a key tag having a labeling system for 
downloading, printing and affixing a label to a key tag. The present invention provides a key 
5 tag for identifying keys on a key ring with respect to each other. 

To this end, in an embodiment of the present invention, an apparatus for labeling key 
tags is provided. The apparatus has a key tag having a first side and a second side wherein 
the first side and the second side accommodate a label thereon. The apparatus also has an 
opening between the fire and the second side wherein the opening accommodates a key ring. 
10 Further, the apparatus has a pre-formatted label card wherein the label card has a plurality 
of labels wherein the labels may be affixed to either of the first side or the second side of the 
tag. 

In an embodiment, the apparatus has a key tag that is composed of plastic. 
In an embodiment, the apparatus has a key tag that is composed of metal. 
15 In an embodiment, that apparatus has a key tag wherein the first side of the key tag 

and the second side of the key tag are indented to receive the label. 

In an embodiment, the apparatus has a second opening the tag between the first side 
and the second side wherein the second opening accommodates a key ring. 

In an embodiment, the apparatus has preformed labels that are printed with 
20 information downloaded from a website. 
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1 In an embodiment, the apparatus has preformatted labels that are affixed to the key 

tag by an adhesive. 

In an embodiment, the apparatus has preformatted labels that are printed by hand by 
an individual. 

5 In an embodiment of the present invention a key tag labeling system is provided. The 

system has a key tag having a first opening to accommodate a key ring and a surface to 
accommodate a label. Further the system includes a label having a first side and a second 
side wherein the first side is adhesively secured to the key label and further wherein the 
second side of the label is printable thereon. The system also has a downloadable program 
1 0 for label preparation. 

In an embodiment, the system has a key tag having a second opening on the tag 
wherein the second opening accommodates a key ring. 

In an embodiment, the system has a label sheet having a plurality of preformed labels 
contained thereon for printing by a computer. 
15 In an embodiment, the system has a printing means for printing information 

mechanically onto the labels. 

In an embodiment, the system has a printing means for printing information manually 
onto the labels. 

In an embodiment, the system has a program that includes custom formatted designs 
20 printable onto the labels. 
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> In an embodiment, the system has a program that includes custom formatted insignia. 

In an embodiment of the present invention, a method for labeling a key tag is 
provided. The method has the steps of: providing a key tag having a first side and a second 
side wherein an opening is provided between the first side and the second side for 
5 accommodating a key ring; providing a label to identify the key; providing an indentation on 
at least one of the first side and the second side of the key tag for receiving the label; and 
providing downloadable software to support printing of information on the label. 

In an embodiment, the method comprises the step of providing a label with a first side 
and a second side wherein the first side has an adhesive and the second side is printable 
10 thereon. 

In an embodiment, the method comprises the step of printing information on the label. 

In an embodiment, the method comprises the step of affixing the label to the key tag. 

It is, therefore, an advantage of the present invention to provide an apparatus for 
labeling key tags, a system for labeling key tags and a method for using the same. 
1 5 Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus and a method 

for using the same wherein the key tag is made of plastic. 

Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus and a 
method for using the same wherein the key tag is made of metal. 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus and a method 
20 for using the same wherein the key tag is made of wood. 
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- Yet another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 

key tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tag may have a plurality of 
openings for receipt of key rings. 

Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
5 key tags and a method for using the same wherein pre- formatted label cards are provided. 

An advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling key tags 
and a method for using the same wherein pre-formatted label cards may be provided wherein 
the pre-formatted label cards may have a plurality of labels contained thereon. 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling key 
10 tags and a method for using the same wherein the pre-formatted label cards may be affixed 
to the key tag. 

Yet another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
key tags and a method for using the same wherein the pre-formatted label cards may be 
printed by a mechanical device and/or may be printed manually by a individual. 
1 5 Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 

key tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tag may have two sides that may 
accommodate a label. 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling key 
tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tag may have two sides that may be 
20 indented for receipt of a label. 



7 



Yet another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
key tags and a method for using the same wherein a mouthpiece may be uniquely configured 
to a regulator during use of the regulator. 

Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus and system 
for labeling key tags and a method for using the same wherein a program may be provided 
for downloading information to print on a label. 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling key 
tags and a method for using the same wherein a program for printing on a label may be 
downloaded from a website. 

Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
key tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tags may have a oval design. 

Another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling key 
tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tags may have a rectangular design. 

Yet another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
key tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tags may have a circular design. 

Still another advantage of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for labeling 
key tags and a method for using the same wherein the key tags may have a geometric design. 

These and other objects of the invention will become more clear when one reads the 
following specification, taken together with the drawings that are attached hereto. The scope 
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- of protection sought by the inventors may be gleaned from a fair reading of the Claims that 
conclude this specification. 

Additional features and advantages of the present invention are described in, and will 
be apparent from, the detailed description of the presently preferred embodiments and from 
5 the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure la is a perspective view of the key tag in an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figure lb is a perspective view of the key tag in an embodiment of the present 
10 invention; 

Figure 2 is a side perspective view of the key tag in an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the label card in an embodiment of the present 
invention, 

1 5 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Turning now to the drawings wherein elements are identified by numbers and like 
elements are identified by like numbers throughout the 3 figures, the invention is depicted 
in Figure la that shows a key tag. As shown in Figure la, the key tag 1 may be oval in shape 
and may have a first side 3 and a second side 5. The first side 3 may have a first opening 7. 
20 The first opening 7 may accommodate a key ring (not shown) for identifying a key (not 
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shown). The second side 5 may have a second opening 9 which may be provided to 
accommodate a key ring (not shown) in order to identify a key (not shown). The first opening 
7 and the second opening 9 may accommodate a key and/or a plurality of keys 
simultaneously. Alternatively, the second opening 9 may be used to hang the key on a hook 
and/or storage rack for identification and/or location. The key tag 1 may have a flat surface 
13 that may be between the first side 3 and the second side 5. The flat surface 13 may 
accommodate a label 15. The label 15 may be affixed to the key tag 1 with an adhesive (not 
shown). 

Figure lb illustrates a key tag 1 having a oval shape and having a first side 3 and a 
second side 5. The first side 3 may have an opening 7. The opening 7 may be used to 
accommodate a key ring. Figure lb also illustrates a key tag 1 having a flat surface 13 that 
may accommodate a label 15. 

Figure 2 illustrates a side view of the key tag 1 in an embodiment of the present 
invention. Figure 2 further illustrates the key tag 1 that may have a first opening 7 and a 
second opening 9. The first opening 7 and the second opening 9 may accommodate a first 
key ring 15 and/or a second key ring 17. The key tag 1 may also have an indentation 21 
which may receive a label 15. When a label 15 is received by the indentation 21 of the key 
tag 1, the key tag 1 may have a surface 13 that may be generally flat. 

Figure 3 illustrates a label card 25. The label card 25 may be pre-formatted for use by 
an individual (not shown). The label card 25 may have a plurality of labels 15 positioned 
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thereon. Each label 15 may be used on a key tag 1 to identify the keys or plurality of keys 
contained on a key ring 15,17. The label 15 may have an adhesive thereon to be attached to 
the key tag 1. The label 15 may also have, for example, a paper side 26 for printing 
information relating to the identification of a key. 

The label card 25 may be used in conjunction with a computer program that may be 
downloaded from a website. The computer program may have information advantageous to 
printing information onto the label 15. The computer program may have, for example, a list 
of commonly used key identifiers, such as, "HOUSE KEY" , "CAR KEY", "BOAT KEY", 
and "OFFICE KEY" 28. The program may also contain illustrations and/or images, such as, 
for example, a house 27, a car 29, a boat 3 1, or a lock 33. The illustrations and/or pictures 
may be downloaded from a website and printed by a user onto the label 1 5 . The label 1 5 may 
be extracted from the label card sheet 25 and applied to the key tag 1 . The program may also 
provide a user with the ability to customize the information to be imprinted onto the label 15. 
A user may input a specific reference onto the label 15 such as, for example, "FORD" 37. 
After input of the specific reference, the label 15 may be printed with the specific 
information and removed from the label card sheet 25 and placed onto the key tag 1 . The 
label 15 may be printed by a computer, or may be manually printed by an individual. 

It should be understood that various changes and modifications to the presently 
preferred embodiments described herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such 
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changes and modifications may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
present invention and without diminishing its attendant advantages. 
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